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Status: An intergovernmental organization

Member States: 191

Observers: 350 +

Staff: 1,300 from 120 countries

Treaties Administered: 26

Decisions by: GA, CC, WIPO Conference

To enable governments, businesses and 

individuals in all member states to realize the 

potential benefits of IP as a driver of  innovation 

and creativity

WIPO’s Mission:

About WIPO





IP and global challenges

Global Health

 In 2011, launched 

WIPO Re:Search

 Sharing innovation in the 

fights against NTDs, 

malaria and TB

 Launched with 31 

Members, now 135

 128 collaborations

www.wipoReSearch.org

Climate Change

 In 2013, launched 

WIPO GREEN

 The marketplace for 

sustainable technology

 Launched with 34 Partners, 

now 84

 >3200 uploads

www.wipo.int/green



WIPO’s “green” mandate

Contribute to 

global policy 

discussions at 

the interface of 

IP and climate 

change

Facilitate green 

technology 

transfer in 

accordance with 

the UNFCCC 

(art. 4.5)

Strategic Goal VII

Addressing IP in relation 

to global policy issues

Program 18: Expected Results

Goal: a functioning platform for 

uptake and diffusion of green 

technologies

Development Agenda

Recommendation 25: Promote 

the transfer of technology to the

benefit of developing countries



WIPO GREEN & sustainable 

development goals (SDGs)

SDG 2 End hunger, achieve food security and 

improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture

SDG 6 Clean water and sanitation

SDG 7 Affordable and clean energy 

SDG 9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure

SDG 13     Climate change

SDG 17 Partnerships



Paris Agreement, Article 10.5

7



IP trends in green technologies

The private sector is the source of ~70% of innovation. 

In the green space, this rises to ~80%

Companies fund 4 out of every 5 US dollars in R&D.1

A large portion of patents are held by multinational 

businesses.

More and more SMEs are investing in green 

technologies and obtain patents.2

Source: 

1 WIPO Magazine Pioneering Green Innovation: An interview with General Electric-January 2012

2. Reichman et al. Intellectual Property and Alternatives : Strategies for Green Innovation, Chatham 

House, 2008.





What is WIPO GREEN?



Two principal components

WIPO GREEN Database

Freely accessible, offers 

a broad listing of:

 Products, services and 

intellectual property

 Needs for products, 

processes, know how 

transfer, collaboration and 

finance

WIPO GREEN Network 

Connects green 

technology providers and 

seekers:

 catalyzes mutually 

beneficial commercial 

transactions 

 offers many resources 

and services



The WIPO GREEN Network

WIPO 
GREEN

NGOs

IGOs

GovernmentsUniversities

Companies

Funding and 

Financing

IP 

Management

Patent 

information

Experts Database
Learning & 

Training 

Matchmaking 

Events

Twitter Newsletter



Challenges

Enabling more efficient adaptation and deployment of 

green solutions.

Supporting innovation and tech diffusion.

Transparency and know-how

 Which technologies are available? Who owns them?

 Which technologies are needed?

 How to establish and structure partnerships?

 How to access financing solutions? 



Goals

More transparent marketplace

Reduce transaction costs

Build on comparative advantages of multi-stakeholder 

approaches

Constructively contribute to the global policy discourse



The WIPO GREEN Database

Freely accessible, offers 

a broad listing of:

 Products, services and 

intellectual property (IP) 

assets (including 

inventions, technologies, 

know-how) for sale and/or 

license, as well as 

opportunities for 

collaboration 

 Needs for products, 

processes, know-how 

transfer, collaborations and 

finance 

The technologies and 

needs cover:

 Building and Construction

 Chemicals & Advanced 

Materials

 Energy

 Farming/Forestry

 Green Products

 Pollution & Waste

 Transportation

 Water



The WIPO GREEN Database



Number of technologies and needs by country

**Based on native data only



Type of collaborations sought

License 
49%

For sale
17%

For Service 
7%

R & D contract or research 
collaboration 

15%

Joint venture
12%

**As at  26/01/2018



Technologies, by type

Building & Construction
1%

Chemicals & Advanced 
Materials

4%

Energy
51%

Farming & Forestry
7%

Green Products
6%

Other Areas
0%

Pollution & Waste
20%

Transportation
2%

Water
9%

Other 
Areas

0%

**As at 26/01/2018



The WIPO GREEN Network

Connects providers and seekers and catalyzes 

mutually beneficial commercial transactions, by

 Specific matchmaking projects, events and activities

 PIIPA 300 hours of Pro Bono services

 Services offered by WIPO and third parties such as 

arbitration and mediation

 IP management resources

 Links to funding opportunities

 Learning and training opportunities, upcoming events



Partners and Users

Partners Public and private institutions

Support WIPO GREEN and/or provide advice (e.g. facilitate 

transactions directly or indirectly; contribute expertise; 

integrate WIPO GREEN in specific activities; act as 

regional or national focal points, etc.).

Users SEEKERS upload their needs for products, processes, 

know-how transfer, collaborations and finance

PROVIDERS upload products, services & intellectual 

assets (incl. inventions, technologies, know-how, patents), 

for sale, collaboration and/or license

OTHER USERS access resources, services, the newsletter 

and interactive blog that are also available to Partners and 

Users



The Charter

Mission and principles 

of WIPO GREEN

Governance:

 WIPO Secretariat 

 Advisory Board

 Partners have to agree 

in writing to the Charter 

and specify contributions



WIPO GREEN Charter: Principles

Transparency in the marketplace leads to greater efficiency

Partnerships are critical to achieving synergies and fostering  

the transfer of technologies…

A comprehensive understanding of needs is essential for 

effective deployment of green technology.

IP rights are an important policy tool to encourage 

innovation. … provid[ing] economic incentives to develop 

new technology … and structure relationships …

The sustained deployment and uptake of technologies occurs 

when parties freely enter into a contract …



Licensing Executives Society 
International

Japan Institute for Promoting Invention 
and Innovation

National Institute of Industrial Property

Innovation Insights
Qualcomm

Strathmore 
University

Asian Development Bank

Danish Patent 
and Trademark 

Office

General Electric

Climate-KIC

The Innovation 
Hub

Public Interest 
Intellectual Property 

Advisors

International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 
Development

Office Marocain de la Propriété Intellectuelle

GIVEWATTS

Assoc. of Univ
Tech Managers 

(AUTM)

Solben

Korean Technology Finance Corporation

EcoMachines
Incubator

Crosstaff Solutions

Haier

NEUW Ventures

Kenya Climate 
Innovation Center

Asia IP Exchange

CambridgeIP

Magnefico GmbH

IP*SEVA

Brazilian Forum of Innovation and Technology
Transfer Managers

Climate 
Technology Centre 

and Network

Ghana Bamboo
Bikes Initiative

Patenterprise

Patent Agents 
Association of India

84
WIPO GREEN Partners

International Federation of Intellectual Property Attorneys

Japan Intellectual Property Association

China Technology Exchange

infoDev / The 
World Bank

Institut National 
de la Propriété

Industrielle

International Chamber of 
Commerce

Inovent

League of Arab 
States

Sabanci
University

Technology 
Development 
Foundation of 

Turkey

Sathguru
Management 
Consultants

Villgro
Innovations 
Foundation

PatSnap

Robin Paul Advisory

Singapore-ETH

VisionEdge Technologies

IP Nexus

SS-Gate

Team e-Kansai

Teijin Limited
Waseda Environmental Institute

R20 Regions of Climate Change action

SEED Initiative

Siemens

TechnologieAllianz

UNEP

UN Global Compact
UN Office for South-South Cooperation

World Business Council for Sustainable Development

CleanTek
Market

African 
Agricultural 
Technology 
Foundation

Hong Kong Trade Development Council

UNIDO

Environment 
public 

authority of 
Kuwait

Japan Patent Attorneys Association

International Federation of Inventors’ Associations

Engineers Without
Borders

The Ground_Up Project

Australian
CleanTek

Queensland 
University

of 
Technology

K. A. CARE

Waterpreneurs

Advance Water 
Technologies

Leonhard
Ventures

Kopernik

InvenTrust

International IP Commercialization Council 

Fujitsu Limited

Canadian Intellectual Property Office

CleantechAlps

IPCHAIN

Toilet Board 
Coalition

**As of July 2018

IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute



WIPO GREEN Partners

Sub-Saharan Africa

 African Agricultural Technology Foundation (Kenya)

 Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initiative (Ghana)

 Kenya Climate Innovation Center (Kenya)

 Strathmore University / Center for Intellectual Property and 

Information Technology Law (Kenya)

 The Innovation Hub (South Africa)

 United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) (Kenya)



WIPO GREEN Partners

Northern Africa and Western Asia

 Moroccan Office of Industrial and Commercial Property 

(OMPIC)

 Environment Public Authority of (Kuwait) 

 K. A. CARE (Saudi Arabia) 

 League of Arab States (Egypt)

 Inovent (Turkey) 

 Sabanci University (Turkey)

 Technology Development Foundation of Turkey (Turkey)



WIPO GREEN Partners

Central and Southern Asia

 Patent Agents Association (India) 

 Sathguru Management Consultants (India)

 Villgro Innovations Foundation (India) 



WIPO GREEN Partners

 Asia IP Exchange / Hong Kong Trade 

Development Council (China)

 Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) (Philippines)

 Asia-Pacific Industrial Property Center –

Japan Institute for Promoting Invention and 

Innovation (Japan)

 Australian CleanTech (Australia)

 China Technology Exchange (China)

 CleanTek Market (Australia)

 Haier (China)

 IP Nexus (China)

 International IP Commercialization Council 

(China)

 Japan Intellectual Property Association 

(Japan)

 Japan Paten Attorneys Association (Japan)

 Korea Technology Finance Corporation 

(Republic of Korea)

 Kopernik (Indonesia)

 PatSnap (Singapore)

 Robin Paul Advisory (Malaysia)

 Queensland University of Technology 

(Australia)

 Singapore-ETH Centre for Global 

Environmental Sustainability (Singapore)

 Team E-Kansai (Japan)

 Teijin Limited (Japan)

 VisionEdge Technologies (Singapore)

 Waseda University Environmental 

Research Institute (Japan)

 Fujitsu Limited (Japan)

Southeast Asia, East Asia and Oceania



WIPO GREEN Partners

Latin America and the Caribbean

 Brazilian Forum of Innovation and Technology Transfer Managers 

(Brazil)

 National Institute of Industrial Property (Brazil)

 Solben (Mexico)



WIPO GREEN Partners

North America

 Association of University Technology Managers (USA) 

 Crosstaff Solutions (Canada)

 Canadian Intellectual Property Office (Canada)

 GE (USA)

 infoDev (USA)

 Intellectual Property for Sustainable Energy Ventures (USA) 

 InvenTrust (USA)

 Licensing Executives Society International (LESI)(USA)

 Public Interest Intellectual Property Advisors (USA)

 Qualcomm (USA)

 South-South Global Assets and Technology Exchange (SS-GATE) (USA)

 United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) (USA)

 United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC)(USA)



WIPO GREEN Partners

• Advance Water Technologies (UK)

• CambridgeIP (UK)

• CleantechAlps (Switzerland)

• Climate-KIC (Switzerland)

• Danish Patent and Trademark Office (Denmark)

• EcoMachines Incubator (UK)

• Engineers Without Borders (UK)

• GIVEWATTS(Sweden)

• International Chamber of Commerce (France)

• International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 

Development (Switzerland)

• International Federation of Inventors’ 

Association (Switzerland)

• International Federation of Intellectual Property 

Attorneys (FICPI) (Switzerland)

• Innovation Insights (Switzerland)

• Institut National de la Propriété 

Industrielle (France)

• IPCHAIN (UK)

• IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute

• Leonhard Ventures (Germany)

• Magnefico GmbH (Switzerland)

• NEUW Ventures (Switzerland)

• Patenterprise (Switzerland)

• R20 Regions of Climate Change Action 

(Switzerland)

• SEED Initiative (Germany)

• Siemens (Germany)

• TechnologieAllianz (Germany)

• The Ground_Up Project (Switzerland)

• Toilet Board Coalition (Switzerland)

• United Nations Environment Program Climate 

Technology Centre and Network 

(CTCN)(Denmark)

• United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO) (Austria)

• Waterpreneurs (Switzerland)

• World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (Switzerland)

Europe



Growing list of Partners      (84 Partners as of 09/2018)



Why become a Partner, and how?

Advantages

 International visibility

 Part of a dynamic global network

 Be updated on climate change and 

IP policy agenda (through 

workshops, trainings events)

How to become a Partner?

 Partners have to agree 

in writing to the Charter and specify 

their contributions to the network.

 Send it to wipo.green@wipo.int



Examples of WIPO GREEN Network’s deliveries



Seekers
African Agricultural Technology Foundation (26) Need Kenya

Alternative Energy Solutions (AES)-Malawi (1) Need Malawi

Canada Mining Innovation Council (4) Need Canada

East Africa Climate Innovation Network (EACIN) (2) Need Kenya

Ethiopia Climate innovation Center (10) Need Ethiopia

Global Supply Solutions Limited (1) Need Kenya

Haier Group Open Innovation Center (10) Need China

Kenya Climate Innovation Center (26) Need Kenya

POG2C Lab and Training Centre (8) Need Philippines

King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy (7) Need Saudi Arabia

ONG BEDEMIR (1) Need Cote d'Ivoire 

IDEP Foundation (2) Need Indonesia

SIG (1) Need Switzerland

Entrepreneurs du Monde (2) Need Cambodia 

TOPCHOICE ENTERPRISES LTD (1) Need Kenya

UNOSSC (10) Need China

WIPO GREEN Team (44) Need Switzerland

**As of  07/2018



Get involved

Become a Partner and shape the further development of 

WIPO GREEN

Register to: 

 communicate your green innovation and technology needs

 advertise your inventions, technologies, products and services

 connect with the innovation and business communities globally

WIPO GREEN in numbers

84
Partners dedicated to 

facilitating green 

technologies 

dissemination

60+
Countries/regions with 

technologies 

or needs entered

3200+
available technologies 

200+
identified needs in 

developing countries



Benefits of uploading technologies/needs

Free-of-charge international promotion

Connect with our large network of green technology 

providers and experts

Identify potential collaborators, investors, licensees etc.

Possibility to participate in WIPO GREEN activities 

(matchmaking events, green tech exhibitions, partner 

events, discount on WIPO Arbitration & Mediation 

services, etc.)



How to register your technology/need

Create a WIPO Account 

https://www3.wipo.int/wipoaccounts/en/green/public/regi

ster.jsf

Complete details to request a WIPO GREEN registration

Submit your technology and/or need

https://www3.wipo.int/wipoaccounts/en/green/public/register.jsf
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen-database/submittechpreprocess.htm
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen-database/submitneedpreprocess.htm


IP professional or green tech expert?

Advertise your services on the WIPO 

GREEN Experts database 

Benefits

 Promote your services/expertise to 

a proven global green tech network

 Make your services/expertise 

accessible to the people who need 

it most

 Join one of the world's largest 

networks of climate change 

stakeholders

 Contribute practically to the global 

effort to tackle climate change



Matchmaking

Objective: bring together providers and users of 

technologies and/or services as well as other facilitators 

and experts from the WIPO GREEN network and beyond

Via database, partner initiatives, projects

WIPO GREEN regional matchmaking projects focused on 

specific fields of technology

Creates new business opportunities, face-to-face 

negotiation, IP training



Past matchmaking events



Matchmaking project in East 

Africa

Identification of 70 needs in Ethiopia, 

Kenya and Tanzania

Water treatment, energy, food 

processing

Survey of solutions responding to those 

needs

Matchmaking event April 5-7, 2016, in 

collaboration with CTCN, KCIC

9 letters of intent

Supported by the government of Japan





2018 Matchmaking Project in Asia 

Pacific

Agriculture, air, energy

and water 

Cambodia, Indonesia, the 

Philippines

Catalyze transactions that 

address technology 

needs in an 

environmentally friendly 

way, thus contributing to 

broader efforts to tackle 

environmental/climate 

change challenges.
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2018 Matchmaking project in Asia Pacific

Funded by the government of Australia

Collaborating with 2 local partners – Kopernik & Baydrach

2 phases:

1. Identify technology needs from institutions or companies 

looking for technologies to solve specific environmental 

issues - 44 needs identified and uploaded

2. Identify corresponding green technologies (locally or 

globally). Support connections and follow up; clarify 

finance needs and possible sources of funding - 18 

potential connections, 1 letter of intent

Matchmaking event held in Manila, the Philippines                

on June 4, 2018

45



Licensing Checklist

https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen/en/network/index.html#licensing



THANK YOU

wipo.green@wipo.int

www.wipo.int/green


