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Global Renewable Energy Trends



RE power capacity additions exceed 
conventional power
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 Wind and solar PV led the uptake of RES. 

 Solar PV accounted for more than 56% of total RE additional installed capacity in 2017



Renewable energy in total final energy consumption, by 
sector, 2015

Source: REN21 Global Status Report 2018, 

Based on IEA, World Energy Balances and 
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The spread of renewable energy policies

Renewable energy policies have become increasingly widespread.

Policy support focuses on power sector. Heating, cooling and transport lag behind

Number of countries with renewable energy regulatory 

incentives and mandates, by type, 2014-16

Source: REN21, Renewables Global Status Report 2015- 17



Rapid cost reduction in Solar & Wind 

Source: IRENA

IRENA c osting da tabase of 15000 la rge sc a le RE power p rojec ts and  1.5 million rooftop  PV systems, c overing  ha lf of a ll existing  and  

p lanned  RE c apac ity



Jobs in renewable energy continue to rise

Renewable energy jobs by technology, 2017

In 2017, there were 10.3 million jobs in renewables. 

Jobs are increasingly moving to Asia with concentration in China, India and Japan. 

Renewable energy jobs by country, 2017

Source: IRENA, Renewable Energy and Jobs - Annual Review 2018

http://irena.org/publications/2018/May/Renewable-Energy-and-Jobs-Annual-Review-2018


Socio-economic benefits of the energy transition

+ 1.0 %

+ 52 USD trillion

Almost 29 million
2050

+ 15 % 

Source: IRENA, Global Energy Transformation: A Roadmap to 2050, 2018

http://www.irena.org/publications/2018/Apr/Global-Energy-Transition-A-Roadmap-to-2050
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