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Report of the additional meeting of the Council 

of the International Renewable Energy Agency 
 

 

1. The additional meeting of the Council of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) was 

held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, on 14 January 2018. The meeting was attended by the 

following Council members: Argentina, China, Colombia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Ghana, Italy, Japan, 

Kenya, Malaysia, Russian Federation, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, United Arab Emirates and 

United States of America; as well as nine alternates: Bangladesh, Dominican Republic, Germany, 

Panama, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sudan, Turkey and Uruguay. Also in attendance were 

delegations of 29 other IRENA Members. 

 

 

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting 

 

2. The Chair of the fourteenth meeting of the Council of IRENA, China, opened the meeting. 

 

 

Agenda Item 2: Organisation of work  

 

a. Election of officials 

 

3. The Council elected by acclamation Argentina, represented by Mr. Sebastián Kind, 

Undersecretary for Renewable Energy, Ministry of Energy and Mining, as Chair; and Samoa, 

represented by H.E. Ms. Faalavaau Perina Sila-Tualaulelei, Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative to IRENA, as Vice-Chair of the additional meeting of the Council. 

 

4. The Chair appointed Malaysia as Rapporteur of the additional meeting of the Council. 

 

 

b. Adoption of the agenda (C/AD/1) 

 

5. The Chair introduced the ‘Provisional Agenda’ (C/AD/L.1). 

 

6. The Council considered and adopted the Agenda for its additional meeting (C/AD/1).  

 

 

Agenda Item 3: Forthcoming end of the four-year term of the Director-General (A/5/5 Addendum) 

 

7. The Chair introduced the item by referring Members to agenda item 14 of the eighth session of the 

IRENA Assembly, under which the Assembly President notified the membership of the forthcoming 

end of the four-year term of the IRENA Director-General. He noted that, in line with the provisions of 

the document on the ‘Selection and appointment of the Director-General of IRENA’, which governs 

the related process and is set out in the addendum to document A/5/5, the Council is requested to 

establish a Director-General Selection Committee to assist the Council in its task of making a 

recommendation for the appointment of a new Director-General to the Assembly. 

 

8. The Chair explained that, to provide effective assistance to the Council, the Committee will prepare 

a vacancy announcement, announce the position, review applications, interview selected candidates and 

present a shortlist to the Council for its consideration. The Committee will be composed of eight Council 

members and four alternates, two and one, respectively, from each regional group. To this end, the four 

regional groups of IRENA are expected to consult internally with a view to identifying two members 

and one alternate each to represent the respective group and serve on the Committee.  
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9. Speaking on behalf of the members of the Council representing the Africa regional group, Ghana 

informed the Council that the group has decided to nominate Egypt and Ghana as members of the 

Director-General Selection Committee and that the group will also communicate its alternate member 

soon. The United Arab Emirates, noting that the Asia and the Pacific regional group has yet to deliberate 

and take a decision regarding its candidates, informed Members of its interest to become a member of 

the Committee and to serve as its Chair. Samoa and Japan also expressed their interest in being 

nominated to the Committee on behalf of the Asia and the Pacific regional group. Sweden, on behalf of 

the Europe and Others regional group, informed delegations that the group’s candidates for Committee 

membership are Italy and the United States of America, with the Russian Federation as alternate.  

Argentina expressed its confidence that members of the Latin America and the Caribbean regional 

group would not need long to decide on the group’s two members and one alternate. 

 
10. In the ensuing deliberations, many Council members thanked the IRENA Director-General,  

Mr. Adnan Z. Amin, for his work during his tenure. Several delegations stressed the crucial role that 

the leadership of an organisation plays and highlighted the identification of an outstanding candidate as 

a very important responsibility of the membership for this year. One delegation underscored that the 

change in leadership needed to be seamless and several delegations highlighted the importance of clear 

selection criteria.  

 

11. Delegations stressed the importance for the regional groups to identify their respective members 

and alternates as soon as possible and to set a deadline for the establishment of the Committee.  

Several delegations supported the United Arab Emirates’ candidacy for Committee Chair. Responding 

to a related question, the Secretariat noted that it stands ready to support the Committee throughout the 

process, starting from its appointment, and clarified that no additional meeting of the Council to take a 

final decision on the Committee’s composition would be necessary as this could be done electronically, 

should the Council so decide. Responding to another query regarding the procedure to be followed in 

the case of multiple nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair, the Secretariat explained that the eight 

Committee members would need to consult and decide who to appoint as Chair and Vice-Chair. 

 
12. The Chair thanked delegations for their deliberations. He urged the respective regional groups that 

have not yet done so to submit electronically their list of candidates for committee membership and 

alternates, together with any proposals for Chair and Vice-Chair, as soon as possible but not later than 

15 February 2018 to the Council Chair and Vice-Chair, copying the IRENA Secretariat which will 

support this process. As soon as possible after the submission of all candidacies, the Chair will 

electronically circulate the candidates’ list to the Council for its consideration, copying all Members of 

the Agency. If no comments are received from Council members within seven days of circulation, the 

Committee would be considered appointed. The Committee would then appoint its Chair and  

Vice-Chair and start its important work.  

 

13. The Council decided to establish a Director-General Selection Committee as per the process 

outlined by the Council Chair.  
 

 

Agenda Item 4: Any other business 
 

14. The Chair proposed that the draft report of the Council be made available to Council members 

immediately following approval by the Rapporteur and the Chair, and that the draft report be considered 

approved as circulated if no comments are received from Council members within two weeks.  
 

15. The Council took note and adopted the Chair’s proposal. 
 

 

Agenda Item 5: Closing of the meeting 
 

16. The Chair thanked delegations for their collaboration during the meeting and closed the meeting. 
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A.  COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
ARGENTINA 

 Representative Mr Sebastian Kind 

  Undersecretary for Renewable Energy 

  Ministry of Energy and Mining, Buenos Aires 
 

  H.E. Mr Fernando Ramon De Martini  

  Ambassador 

  Embassy of Argentina to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 

CHINA 

 Representative Mr Liang Zhipeng  

  Deputy Director General 

  National Energy Administration, Beijing 
 

  Ms Lei Sun 

  Director for Public Relations 

  Chinese Renewable Energy Industries Association, Beijing 
 

  Ms Linlin Qi   

  Project Manager     

  China National Renewable Energy Centre, Beijing  
 

  Mr Gu Hongbin 

  Deputy Director General 

  Chinese Renewable Energy Industries Association, Beijing 
 

  Ms Zhang Muzi 

  Engineer  

Department of International Cooperation, Chinese Renewable Energy 

Industries Association, Beijing 

COLOMBIA 

 Representative H.E. Mr Faihan Al-Fayez  

  Permanent Representative to IRENA 

Ambassador, Embassy of Colombia to the UAE, Abu Dhabi  
 

  Mr Camilo Ramirez Isaza 

  Second Secretary 

Embassy of Colombia to the UAE, Abu Dhabi  

CYPRUS 

 Representative H.E. Mr Vasilis Polemitis  

  Permanent Representative to IRENA 

Ambassador, Embassy of Cyprus to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
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  Ms Georgia Apeyitou 

  First Secretary 

  Embassy of Cyprus to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 

EGYPT 

 Representative H.E. Mr Said Hindam 

Assistant Foreign Minister  

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cairo 
  

  Mr Amr El Rachidi 

  Official 

  Embassy of Egypt to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 

FRANCE 

 Representative Mr Saïd Rahmani 

  Deputy Permanent Representative to IRENA 

  Permanent Mission of France to IRENA, Abu Dhabi 
 

  Mr Xavier Rouard 

  Advisor to the Energy Pole 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, Paris 
   

  Mr Quentin Perret 

Chargé de Mission on Multilateral Energy and Climate Change 

  Ministry of Environment, Energy and the Sea, Paris 
 

  Ms Amelie Lougsami 

  Deputy Counsellor 

  Permanent Mission of France to IRENA, Abu Dhabi 

GHANA 

 Representative                                      Mr Wisdom Ahiataku-Togobo 

                                                                   Director, Renewable and Alternative Energy 

  Ministry of Energy, Accra 

 

   Mr Alfred Ahenkorah 

  Executive Secretary 

  Ghana Energy Commission, Accra 
 

  Mr Emmanuel Osafo 

   Director 

  Ministry of Energy, Accra 

 

  Ms Seyram Adabla 

  Senior legal Counsel 

  Ministry of Energy, Accra 

ITALY 

 Representative H.E. Mr Massimo Gaiani 

  Director General for Global Affairs 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Rome 
 

  Mr Stefano Marguccio 

  Diplomatic Counsellor to the Minister 

  Ministry for the Environment, Land, and Sea, Rome 
   

  Mr Federico Failla 

  Minister Plenipotentiary, Director 

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Rome 
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  Ms Valeria Gravagno 

  Second Secretary 

  Embassy of Italy to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
 

  Mr Ernesto Fino 

  Expert 

  Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea, Rome 
   

  Mr Riccardo Toxiri 

  Advisor 

  GSE Energy Services Managing Company, Rome  

JAPAN 

 Representative Ms Misako Takahashi 

  Director 

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo 
   

  Mr Masaomi Koyama 

  Director 

  Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Tokyo 
   

  Mr Osamu Ito 

  Deputy Director 

  Economic Security Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo 
 

  Ms Sayaka Shishido  

  Senior Assistant Director  

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Tokyo 
   

  Mr Yusuke Matsufuji 

  Researcher 

  Ministry of Environment, Tokyo 

KENYA 

 Representative Mr Isaac Kiva 

  Secretary of Renewable Energy 

  Ministry of Energy and Petroleum, Nairobi 
   

  Mr Paul Mbuthi 

  Senior Assistant Director 

  Renewable Energy, Ministry of Energy and Petroleum, Nairobi 
   

  Mr Fredrick M Kasomi 

  Personal Assistant   

  Renewable Energy, Ministry of Energy and Petroleum, Nairobi 

MALAYSIA 

 Representative Mr Abdul Rahim Ibrahim   

  Director     

  Energy Commission, Putrajaya 
 

  Mr Ahmad Syafiq Rosli   

  Assistant Director     

  Sustainable Energy Development, Putrajaya 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

 Representative Mr Talyat Aliev  

  Deputy Director 

  Ministry of Energy, Moscow 
 

  Mr Pavel Rassadin 

  Political Officer 

  Embassy of the Russian Federation to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
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SAMOA 

 Representative H.E. Ms Faalavaau Perina Sila-Tualaulelei  

  Permanent Representative to the IRENA 

Ambassador, Embassy of Samoa to Japan, Tokyo 

SAUDI ARABIA 

 Representative Mr Fahad Abu-Mouti 

  Chief Officer 

King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy, Riyadh 
 

  Mr Thamer Al Hamoudi 

  Projects Engineer, Renewable Energy Sector 

  King Abdullah City for Atomic and Renewable Energy, Riyadh 

SPAIN 

 Representative H.E. Mr Antonio Alvarez Barthe 

  Permanent Representative to IRENA 

  Ambassador, Embassy of Spain to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
  

  Ms María Luisa Olano Rey 

  Head of Department for International Relations 

  Ministry for Energy, Tourism and Digital Agenda, Madrid 

SWEDEN 

 Representative Mr Erik Brandsma 

  Director General 

  Swedish Energy Agency, Frösön 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

 Representative H.E. Dr Thani Ahmed Al Zeyoudi  

                                                                 Minister 

                                                                 Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, Abu Dhabi 
 

  Mr Mohammed Al Kobaisi 

  Deputy Permanent Representative 

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Abu Dhabi 
 

  Ms Aisha Al Abdooli 

     Director 

Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, Abu Dhabi 
`     

     Mr Saad Al Numairy 

     Advisor 

Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, Abu Dhabi 
 

Mr Tomoo Machiba  

     Policy Expert  
     Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, Abu Dhabi  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 Representative Mr Griffin Thompson  

  Director 

  Bureau of Energy and Resources, Department of State, Washington DC 
   

  Mr Martin Healy 

  Energy Advisor 

  Department of State, Washington DC 
   

  Ms Barbara Cordero 

  Financial Policy Advisor 

  Department of State, Washington DC 
 

  Ms Sandra Dickison 

  Policy Advisor 

  Department of Energy, Washington DC 
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B.         COUNCIL ALTERNATES 
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  Chairman 

  Sustainable and Renewable Energy Authority, Dhaka 
 

  Mr Mohammad Alauddin 

  Joint Secretary, Power Division 

  Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources, Dhaka  

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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Embassy of the Dominican Republic to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
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  Mr Martin Schöpe 
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Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, Berlin 
 

  Ms Bilun Müller  

  Senior Official 

  Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, Berlin 
  

  Mr Soeren Dengg 

  Head of Division 

  Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, Bonn 
 

  Mrs Sarah Leitner 

  Advisor 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für International Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bonn 

PANAMA  

  Mr Odilio Villanero 

  Deputy Head of Mission 

  Embassy of Panama to the UAE, Abu Dhabi   

PHILIPPINES  

  Ms Rowena Pangilinan-Daquipil 

  Third Secretary 

 Embassy of the Philippines to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 
 

  Ms Meradel April E. Reyes 

  Attaché 

 Embassy of the Philippines to the UAE, Abu Dhabi 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

  Mr Kwon Sei-joong 

  Director General 

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Seoul 
 

  Mr Bae Sung-ho 

  Senior Researcher   

  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Seoul 

SUDAN  

  Mrs Amal Aldiridy Omer Babiker Karom 

  Director 

  Ministry of Water Resources and Electricity, Khartoum  

TURKEY 

  Mr Öztürk Selvitop 

  Deputy Director General  

  Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources, Ankara 



C/AD/INF/2                                                                     List of Participants 

 

10 
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  Deputy Head of Mission 
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